SECTION 9

Talking to It: Prompting

& THE BIG IDEA

A genie that takes you literally — a vague wish gets a vague result. It can’t read your
mind; it works with what you actually said.

& HOW IT WORKS

Role "You are a friendly copy editor.” Sets voice & expertise.
Task + Context one clear goal, plus audience, length, tone.
Example show one "good” result — examples beat adjectives.
© IN THE WILD i WATCH OUT
"Fix my email" - bland. "Rewrite this warm For hard problems, add “think step by step”
and confident, under 100 words, with a clear — it reasons out loud and accuracy
ask” - gold. measurably jumps.

A better prompt beats a bigger model.




